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HUMPBACK WHALE DELISTING
A SUCCESS STORY

MEMORIAL TO THOSE LOST AT
SEA DEDICATED IN LUBEC

By Melissa Waterman
In September, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
officially removed nine different populations of humpback whales from the
federal endangered and threatened species list. Humpback whales have been
listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Conservation Act (precursor to the 1973 Endangered Species Act [ESA]) since 1970. Four other populations around the world remain threatened and one is considered endangered.
Humpback whales, known for their complex singing patterns and distinctive
long white flukes, were removed from the endangered species list due to a combination of conservation efforts and new scientific data. Over time researchers
have shown that humpback whales are not all part of one global population,
but in fact form fourteen different populations spread out across the world’s
oceans. Those groups may overlap in certain feeding areas but they do not
breed together. And most of those groups are doing quite well in terms of numbers.
“Over the years there have been aerial surveys and biopsies of the whales that
have shown this differentiation,” explained David Gouveia, Marine Mammal
and Sea Turtle Program coordinator in NOAA’s Greater Atlantic Region office.
“It has been a big undertaking.”
NOAA must conduct an assessment of the status of any species listed under
the ESA every five years. That status review report features current science on
the species.
Continued on page 19

The Lost Fishermen’s Memorial looks over the bay in which many
men have died. LFMA photo.
By Melissa Waterman
Seven years ago, two fishing boats sank within months of each other in
Cobscook Bay. Five fishermen lost their lives that winter and the community of
Lubec mourned.
Continued on page 17
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By Melissa Waterman
John Kingsley doesn’t mince words. One of three managers of the
Perishables Division at OceanAir Inc. in Boston, he speaks rapidly
and to the point. “It’s a challenging business, moving live lobsters
around the world. Sometimes I want to wear my five-year-old son’s
fireman’s hat to work,” he said.
Kingsley is in the business of freight forwarding. A freight forwarding company acts as the intermediary between a shipper and various
transportation services such as cargo ships, railways, or airplanes.
For Maine lobster dealers who sell lobsters to overseas customers,
freight forwarding companies are vital to their success.
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“There’s just massive demand for lobster
across the globe.”
Once upon a time, Maine lobsters were packed into wooden casks
and shipped to Boston or New York via train. Later refrigerated
trucks took the lobsters to market up and down the East Coast. Now,
however, Maine lobsters have a global appeal, as anyone who has
attended an international seafood show can attest. Live lobsters are
shipped in boxes of sophisticated design to places like Abu Dhabi,
Hong Kong, or Paris every day. Getting them quickly to their destination with minimal shrinkage and at the least cost is the job of the
freight forwarder.
Let’s say you want to move 10,000 pounds of lobster to Rome in time
for the Christmas holidays. Those lobsters must collect a dizzying
array of official paperwork to get there. They must be approved for
Continued on page 18
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

If the fall weather and the world’s economies hold their
courses, it looks like this year will be another good one for
Maine lobstermen. Demand for Maine lobster continues to
increase across the globe: Maine sold more than $103 million worth of lobster in the first half of this year alone, twice
as much as was sold during the same period in 2015. Hooray!
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An increasing portion of that demand
comes from countries located in the Far
East, such as China, South Korea, and
Malaysia. But, as Matt Jacobson, executive
director of the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative, notes in a column this
month, much of that demand is coming
from within the United States, specifically
from restaurant chefs. This summer the
Collaborative staged educational events
with renowned chefs in three major cities on the East Coast and brought to those
events the most persuasive salesmen available: Maine lobstermen. The participating lobstermen talked to chefs and other
food professionals about the fishery, their
conservation practices and the day-to-day
details of lobster fishing and, according to
Jacobson, wowed the crowds.

Fugro’s project manager, answers our questions about the
project’s success in this issue of Landings.
In September, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) announced that humpback whales
would no longer be listed under the Endangered Species
Act as endangered. The species was
first protected under U.S. law in 1970.
NOAA’s decision was seen as a sign
that conservation efforts on behalf
of the whales had succeeded. But that
is only half the story. As our article in
this issue shows, it was the steady accumulation of genetic and other data
by scientists during the past two decades that led to a new understanding
of humpback whales as many distinct
smaller populations, rather than just
one big population, throughout the
world. Nine of those populations are
robust and no longer require endangered species status.

Also in this issue, the Maine
Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
is proud to announce plans for the
second Maine Lobster Leadership
Otto’s Pizza in Portland, Cook’s Institute. The first Institute was held
Getting Maine lobsters to customers
Lobster House on Bailey’s in 2014 with twelve young lobsteraround the world requires sophisticated
men and women who learned about
Island, and Flatbread Pizza in
logistics. The lobsters, after all, are alive;
the management, science and reguRockport have all showed their
delays in delivery can have dire conselatory world of lobster. The success
support
for
the
MLCA
during
quences. That’s why freight forwarding
of that program led to an award
the past month.
companies are so vital to Maine’s lobster
from the Maine Lobster Research,
MLCA photo.
industry. Freight forwarders make sure
Education and Development Board
that lobsters and other seafood have all
this summer to renew the Institute in
the proper documentation to go abroad. They will store the spring of 2017. Planning is underway now for this inthousands of pounds of lobsters before transporting them novative program next year.
to cargo planes for shipment around the world. It’s a fast- Finally, everyone knows that fishing is a dangerous propaced business and, as this month’s article shows, key to fession. Nearly every year someone loses their life while at
the success of Maine lobster companies.
sea. The small town of Lubec, on the eastern-most coast in
This month Landings also looks at a new bait that is under development by a North Carolina company. Herring,
the preferred bait for many lobstermen, has been in short
supply this summer causing the price to skyrocket. Kepley
BioSystems has created a small calcium-based disk imbued
with the scent of rotting fish for use in lobster traps. It is
compact, does not spoil, and may be the next thing in lobster bait. The product is being tested in Nova Scotia this fall.
This summer also saw a major hydrographic survey take
place in Penobscot Bay. The survey, conducted by Fugro Inc.
of San Diego, involved aerial overflights, jet drive boats and
an array of multi-beam LIDAR arrays aboard the Westerly
and the JAB. Prior to the start of the project, lobstermen
in the area were worried about the possibility of snarled
or lost traps as the ship conducted its work. Dean Moyles,

Maine, knows that sadness very well. In 2009, five fishermen from the area died while working on Cobscook Bay.
One Lubec woman decided that there needed to be some
tangible memorial to those losses and all the others that
had taken place over the decades. For seven years Shelly
Tinker and others slowly raised the funds to create a monument on the Lubec waterfront to those fishermen who
had lost their lives, both in Washington County and neighboring Charlotte County across the bay in New Brunswick.
In August, the Lost Fishermen’s Memorial was unveiled. In
this issue we hear from Tinker about how the community
came together to make this memorial happen.
We hope you enjoy the October issue and look forward to
hearing from you with your ideas for future stories.

MLCA | PO Box 315 | Kennebunk, ME | 04043 | www.mlcalliance.org | 207-967-6221
The MLCA invites you to
support Maine’s lobster
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LOBSTER LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE RETURNS NEXT YEAR
By Antonina Pelletier
In May 2014, the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance (MLCA), the nonprofit sister organization to the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA),
conducted its first Maine Lobster Leadership Institute. The idea behind the
Institute was simple: give young lobstermen and women the tools they need
and encourage them to step into positions of leadership in an industry dominated by those over 50. The twelve
men and women who took part in
the first Institute spent one week
learning about the management,
science, and marketing of lobster
before traveling to Prince Edward
Island to see for themselves how
lobstermen to the north operate.
Now it is time to do it again.

of 40 to take part in the training program in the winter/spring of 2017. The program takes place over several months, allowing for in depth exploration of the
various topics and hands on learning. Participants will study lobster industry
fundamentals – such as science, management and marketing – and take part
in on-site learning experiences to reinforce those fundamentals. Finally, participants will travel to Canada in early May to be part of a lobster exchange program. “The breadth of the curriculum allows participants to explore the range
of information necessary to join
industry meetings and discussions and feel confident as future
leaders of the lobster fishery,” said
Patrice McCarron, MLCA president.
The 2017 program will build on
the success of the first program,
and offer additional opportunities, such as participating in
the Maine legislative process,
the Boston Seafood Show and
the 8th International Lobster
Science conference which will be
hosted in Portland next spring.
Established industry leaders and
MLLI alumni will serve as mentors, facilitators and discussion
leaders, reinforcing the lobster
community and its leadership.
MLCA plans to offer the program
again in 2018 and 2019.
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By any measure, the first Institute
proved hugely successful. In
the two years since, some participants, such as John Tripp
of Spruce Head, Chris Welch
of Kennebunk, Dustin Delano
of Monhegan and Herman
Coombs of Orrs Island, became
MLA board members. Others,
such as Genevieve McDonald of
Stonington, now serve on the
state’s Lobster Advisory Council.
The participants in the 2014 Maine Lobster Leadership Institute pose during their
Still others, such as Cyrus Sleeper
visit to Prince Edward Island. The next Institute will take place in spring, 2017.
of South Thomaston, became
For Travis Otis, a lobsterman and
MLA photo.
board members of the Maine
boat-builder in Searsport, taking
Lobster Marketing Collaborative.
part
in
that
fi
rst
Lobster
Leadership
Institute
seemed a natural thing to do. “It’s
“The Leadership Institute taught me to plan for the future. I have 50 years
my
industry.
I
was
interested
to
see
what
happens
to the lobsters after I sell
ahead of me to fish and I know things are going to change. It’s good to think
them.
We
are
sending
our
best
lobster
out
into
the
world.
” He said.
ahead,” Tripp commented.
Interested applicants or those who know of young leaders in their communiThe MLCA will reprise the Lobster Leadership Institute beginning in January
ty are encouraged to contact Patrice McCarron at 207-967-4555 or patrice@
2017. With funding from the Lobster Research, Education and Development
mainelobstermen.org.
More detailed information about the program will soon
Board, the MLCA is recruiting 15 to 20 lobstermen and women under the age
be available online at www.mlcalliance.org.
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: Maine lobstermen star at culinary events
By Matt Jacobson

Summer of 2016. The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) set out
to expand on its goal of creating awareness and demand for Maine lobster. The
target audience for our efforts was influential chefs, culinary tastemakers, and
media influencers.
Through some innovative marketing techniques, we focused on our message
of Maine new-shell lobster, the story of the Maine coast and hard-working lobstermen, their sustainability practices, and the culinary versatility of our product. How’d we do? As a result of just our summer efforts, more than 350 million
people got a chance to read our story. We got 636 pieces of coverage placed in
magazines and newspapers all over the country. We created videos that had
over 1.7 million unique views and drove more than 17,000 viewers to our website, and most of them went to the “How to Buy” pages.
And the market responded! According to the commodity market news service
Urner Barry, wholesale prices for Maine new-shell lobster this summer were at
their highest level in 10 years. Our marketing efforts were based on the premise

that if we can create demand among chefs
and restaurant customers, more money
will flow through the supply chain and
all the players will benefit. An increase in
prices at the wholesale level is a great outcome for the Maine lobster industry.
Since our target audience was primarily
influential chefs, we had to find a way
to tell our story to them when they had
the time to listen. So the MLMC created
exclusive events, primarily for chefs and
selected media, to tell our story and
give them a chance to experience newMatt Jacobson is the executive
shells. The key to success was to make
director of the Maine Lobster
time for our guests to meet and talk
Marketing Collaborative.
with Maine lobstermen. Since the chefs
get off work around 10 p.m., we decided
to start our events at 11 p.m. and run them until 2 a.m. At each event we had
stations designed so that our guests could have a side-by-side taste test of newshell vs. hard-shell Maine lobster.
The hosts for these events were lobstermen and sternmen: Mark Jones, Tad
Miller, Cyrus Sleeper, Chris Welch, Brian Rapp, Sonny Beal, Polie Beal, Merritt
Carey, Dustin Delano, Peter Miller, Bruce Fernald, Jim Dow, and John Jordan. If
you see any of these folks, thank them. They were absolute rock stars and great
ambassadors for the whole Maine lobster industry and our state. To see what
took place, check out this video (www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8PXkaqIACc )
made by Tastemade (Tastemade is an online food channel with more viewers
than any other food channel on any platform).

Mainers take on Atlanta! From left to right, Cyrus Sleeper, MLMC exectuive director Matt Jacobson, Atlanta chef Anne Quatrano, author
Barton Seaver, and Chris Welch. MLMC photo.

The lobstermen traveled to three cities for these Maine After Midnight events.
The first was in Atlanta. We had about 100 chefs and media attend, and they
got a first-hand look at Maine lobster. We had Anne Quatrano, who owns six
restaurants in Atlanta, including one that is lobster-themed, host. Nearly every
chef in Atlanta has worked for her at some point in their careers. We had a
who’s-who guest list of chefs and media. Brian Rapp also co-hosted a cooking
segment with a local chef on the “Good Morning Atlanta” TV show!
Continued on page 19

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

From
THE DOCK

FROM THE DOCK:
thanks to traveling lobstermen

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the
pallet. We also offer wholesale and volume
discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.
Select or
Stainless Steel
Maine Lobster
Gauges

Small and Large
Banding Tools

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

To the Maine Lobstermen’s Assocation and Patrice McCarron,
I hope your summer is going well and your MLA members are doing well with
the summer catch. I am writing to thank you and some selected lobstermen in
that regard!
I recently attended the Maine After Midnight event in Atlanta on July 10 and 11. I
had the good fortune to meet and work with Mark, Tad, Cyrus, Chris and Brian.
Their help and input for the event made it the success it was. MLMC along with
Weber-Shandwick planned and executed a first-class marketing event.
Your members who attended really put it over the top and impressed major
restaurant chefs, owners and operators with their “hands on” explanations of
new shell and hard shell and how to make the best use of this very uniquely
Maine product. They were busy from 9:30 p.m. until the last guests left at 1:00
a.m.! Media was present in full force and all of the lobstermen did an excellent
job in responding to and answering questions.
We were very fortunate in that Tad’s wife Julie and Mark’s wife Deb participated. These ladies were right in the middle of the event talking to and helping
the restaurant folks see the great value in new shells and the Maine lobster
industry. You could not have sent a better or greater group of Maine lobster
emissaries to the Deep South!
Patrice, thanks so much for all you do for Maine’s lobster industry and in turn
the Great State of Maine. I hope your members have one of the best seasons on
record!
With respect,
Vaughn Stinson
MLMC Board member
Director, Maine Tourism Association
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MAINE CONSORTIUM PROGRESSES WITH WIND PROJECT
By Nathan Johnson
New England Aqua Ventus I is a 12 MW floating offshore wind pilot project
proposed for the Gulf of Maine, which will provide clean, locally-produced renewable energy.
The project developer, Maine Aqua Ventus (MAV) is a partnership of Emera
Inc., Cianbro Corp., UMaine’s Maine Prime Technologies and DCNS. In addition, more than 25 Maine contractors, suppliers and vendors are supporting
the MAV team in developing the New England Aqua Ventus I Project, and more
locally-based companies are expected to provide professional and maritime
expertise to MAV during construction and operation.
New England Aqua Ventus I draws from UMaine’s success installing and operating a small-scale version of a 6 MW floating platform in waters off Castine,
Maine, from June, 2013, to November, 2014. The project, the first grid-connected
offshore wind turbine in the Americas, proved a great success. It was the first in
the world to use a concrete hull and an advanced composites materials tower.
With New England Aqua Ventus I, MAV plans to build, install and operate two 6
MW wind turbines attached to floating semi-submersible VolturnUS concrete
hulls. The project is to be located in the state-designated test site approximately 2.5 miles south of Monhegan Island. The system will be held in position by
three mooring lines anchored to the seabed, and will send clean, locally-produced energy to the Maine power grid by subsea cable.
Recent Developments
In May, 2016, the U.S. Department of Energy announced that Maine Aqua
Ventus was eligible to receive up to $40 million to build a full-scale demonstration project if it met certain benchmarks. Over the next year, the New England
Aqua Ventus I Project will advance through final engineering design, permitting and financing. Community outreach activities will continue with regular

Maine Aqua Ventus’ 1/8th scale floating wind turbine operated
successfully off Castine for more than a year. MAV photo.
meetings to keep area fishermen, community members and others apprised of
the project’s progress and to solicit input. Maine Aqua Ventus is privileged to
bring this first-of-a-kind project to Maine waters and to work with Maine contractors, suppliers and vendors to make this project a success.
For more information on Maine Aqua Ventus, contact Nathan Johnson, director of business development and environemtal affairs, at Ocean Renewal Power
Company in Portland, 772-7707.

PENOBSCOT BAY HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY COMPLETED
Dean Moyles is a project manager and senior hydrographer at Fugro Pelagos
Inc., an international offshore services company based in San Diego, California.
This summer Moyles has been project manager of NOAA’s hydrographic survey
of Penobscot Bay. Many portions of Penobscot Bay charts are based on data
from the 1950s. The new survey will provide valuable data to update the nautical charts for the region, particularly in regard to any new navigation hazards
such as wrecks and other obstructions. We asked Moyles a few questions about
the project as it closed down in September.

methodology. From day one we had a very open communication line among
Fugro and the MLA and other lobstermen, which has been fundamental in the
success of the project.
Continued on page 20

Where specifically did the survey take place?
The survey area covered the regions of Spaulding Island to Mosquito Island,
Rockland Harbor, and North Haven Island to Vinalhaven Island.
What was the methodology used to conduct the survey?
Speaking strictly from the survey side, once the area had been assigned we
reviewed it and made a list of challenges there and mitigations for each. In
Penobscot Bay, for example, the high density of lobster traps and rigging posed
the biggest concern. Others that were high on the list were the complexity of
the coastline, uncharted submerged rocks, tide range and currents, weather,
range in water depth, etc. We approached this project in a similar manner to
many of our previous NOAA charting projects in Alaska, where the topography
is very comparable to Penobscot Bay.
To overcome the biggest hurdle and mitigate entanglements with fishing gear,
we decided very early on in the planning process to use jet drive vessels that
could also handle adverse weather conditions and had good maneuverability. From there, we developed a detailed multi-sensor survey plan which included a vessel-based multi-beam echosounder (MBES) and Airborne Lidar
Bathymetry (ALB) survey approach. The ALB technology would obtain least
depths on shallow waters (less than eight meters) and the MBES would cover
depths from eight meters and seaward.
It is Fugro’s normal operating procedure when conducting a multi-sensor
survey to conduct field operations in two stages: ALB followed by the vesselbased MBES. The ALB portion, which was conducted in early to mid-July, provided critical information that was used by the vessels to ensure safe navigation while providing required data coverage. The vessel-based MBES portion,
which commenced on July 20 and concluded at the end of September, provides
high density and very accurate bathymetric coverage of the seafloor.
What steps did the company take to make sure mariners knew what was
going on?
For the everyday mariner we sent the Coast Guard a local notice to mariners,
but because Penobscot Bay is a very commercially active location we reached
out to the MLA. Fugro set up a meeting with MLA members and any other
lobstermen who wished to attend in early April. The purpose of the meeting
first and foremost was to start a line of communication and introduce Fugro to
the fishing community. We also wanted to show how we were planning to conduct the survey, type of survey vessels, installation of equipment, and general

Need a lender
who understands

you?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry.
With long- and short-term ﬁnancing options for real estate, boats and
equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice for you. We provide attractive
rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size.
Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves / Bait storage facilities / Equipment
Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

800.831.4230 / FarmCreditEast.com
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DMR ADJUDICATION REPORT, MAY 15-SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
DISPOSITION
TYPE

ADJUDICATION

NAME

OFFENSE LOCATION

COMMENTS

DATE

FINE AMOUNT

PHILBROOK, MICHAEL

VINALHAVEN

POSSESSION OF NINE UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

5/16/16

$ 700.00

MCDONALD, JAMES

VINALHAVEN

POSSESSION OF EIGHT UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS ADJUDICATED

5/16/16

$ 650.00

GRANT, NATHANIEL

YARMOUTH

FISHING FROM AN UNDECLARED VESSEL

DISMISSED

5/26/16

GRAY, ROBERT

GOULDSBORO

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS

ADJUDICATED

6/7/16

$ 250.00

TIBBETTS, MICHAEL

GEORGETOWN

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER TRAPS OVER 30 DAYS

ADJUDICATED

6/7/16

$ 250.00

WOOSTER, JOHN

ROCKLAND

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS

ADJUDICATED

6/13/16

$ 250.00

FITZPATRICK, JOSHUA

BRISTOL

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS

ADJUDICATED

6/15/16

$ 300.00

FARRAR, JAMES

BRISTOL

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS

ADJUDICATED

6/15/16

$ 250.00

SCHWAB, DONALD

PORT CLYDE

POSSESSION OF 18 SHORT LOBSTERS

CONVICTED

6/17/16

$ 2300.00

ADJUDICATED

6/27/16

$ 250.00

ADJUDICATED

6/27/16

$ 250.00

FISHING WITH FLOAT ROPE GROUNDLINE IN
BLANCHETTE, PAUL

ISLE AU HAUT

“MAINE SLIVER AREA”
FISHING WITH FLOAT ROPE GROUNDLINE IN

HARDIE, JASON

ISLE AU HAUT

MAINE “SLIVER AREA”
FISHING WITH FLOAT ROPE GROUND LINE IN

ROBBINS, STEPHEN

ISLE AU HAUT

“MAINE SLIVER WATERS”

ADJUDICATED

6/27/16

$ 250.00

STANLEY, JOHN

JONESPORT

UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS  10 TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

7/5/16

$ 750.00

ADJUDICATED

7/5/16

$ 2250.00

UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

7/5/16

$ 1400.00

SELLING 20 VNOTCHED, MUTILATED LOBSTERS

ADJUDICATED

7/11/16

$ 9020.00

CHP. 25.08A4  FISHING 40 LOBSTER TRAPS
OLIVER, JONATHAN

FRENCHBORO

WITHOUT REQUIRED ZONE B TAGS
CHP. 25.08A1: FISHING/TRANSPORTING 23

OLIVER, JONATHAN

FRENCHBORO

MALONE, RICHARD

BREWER

FAILURE TO IMMEDIATELY VNOTCH FEMALE EGG
CARLSON, RICHARD

SAINT GEORGE

BEARING LOBSTERS

ADJUDICATED

7/25/16

$ 250.00

CARLSON, DALE

SAINT GEORGE

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS

ADJUDICATED

7/25/16

$ 250.00

AUSTIN, DENNIS

HARPSWELL

FISHING 10 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

7/25/16

$ 910.00

ANDERSON, W WILLIAM TRESCOTT

FISHING TEN UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

7/26/16

$ 910.00

BLACK, DAVID

FISHING FLOAT ROPE BETWEEN TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

8/2/16

$ 250.00

FRENCHBORO

LAWSON, GEORGE

FRENCHBORO

FISHING FLOAT ROPE BETWEEN TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

8/2/16

$ 250.00

SIMMONS, SETH

FRIENDSHIP

LOBSTER FISHING WITHOUT A LICENSE

DEFAULT

8/8/16

$ 500.00

BREWER, JOSEPH

STONINGTON

POSSESSION OF 3 EGGBEARING LOBSTERS

ADJUDICATED

8/16/16

$ 1600.00

THOMAS, DAVID

MACHIASPORT

POSSESSION OF THREE SHORT LOBSTERS

ADJUDICATED

8/17/16

$ 980.00

CHP. 75.023D: USE OF “FLOAT ROPE” BETWEEN
CROSSMAN, JON

FRENCHBORO

TRAPS

ADJUDICATED

8/20/16

$ 250.00

BARTER, DAVID

DEER ISLE

POSSESSION OF FOUR SHORT LOBSTERS

ADJUDICATED

8/29/16

$ 900.00

MCCAUL, WILBUR

BROOKSVILLE

PROTECTED RESOURCES

ADJUDICATED

8/30/16

$ 250.00

FARNHAM, ARTHUR

VINALHAVEN

FISHING ONE UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAP

ADJUDICATED

9/3/16

$ 300.00

TOZIER, KEVEN

ADDISON

UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS 5

ADJUDICATED

9/6/16

$ 500.00

Dismissed: when a District Attorney makes the decision not to move forward
with a charge based on the merits and or evidence presented by the investigator.
Convicted: the person charged was judged guilty of committing the crime or
misdemeanor.

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

www.bessybait.com
Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Approved
Maine Labeling

Adjudicated: the case against a person has been settled and a judgment given.
Default: neglect or failure of a person to take a step necessary to stay within a
process. IThe person is assessed a fine the same as if found guilty.
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STEAMING AHEAD

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 594-7518
1st VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
2nd VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497-2895
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Dustin Delano, Friendship, 542-7241
Arnie Gamage, Jr., S. Bristol, 644-8110
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563-5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093
Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Navigator
Alisha Keezer
alisha@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Executive Assistant
Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place
at Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
Oct. 5, 5 p.m.
Nov. 9, 5 p.m.

Fall is officially here. It’s in these months that we begin to
get a real sense of how the 2016 fishing season will wrap
up. October is typically the last month during which lobstermen might reasonably land over 20 million pounds.
After all, it’s happened the last three years in a row. In
2014, Maine lobstermen landed over 27 million pounds in
October with a value of more than $100 million!
Regardless of how many pounds are landed in 2016, the
year is shaping up to be another strong one for Maine.
Landings have been respectable and the price has been
strong. While the availability and cost of bait have certainly posed a challenge, the industry has responded by rationing fresh baits and diversifying into other bait products.

on inshore herring landings, which prompted many phone
calls, lots of rumors and criticism and a great deal of stress
among lobstermen, the herring fleet and bait dealers. The
Commissioner responded by bringing people together,
explaining the situation and his vision for a solution, and
then listening to the industry’s feedback. In response to
that feedback, DMR changed its regulations to allow the
herring fleet more flexibility in how and when they landed
the fish. This resulted in stretching the Area 1A quota and
ensuring that the lobster industry had a supply of fresh
herring through mid-September. This was an end result
that no one thought possible back in early July.

Maine’s lobster fishery is not without its share of challenges. Some are management-related, such as the shortage of herring this summer and restrictions due to the
federal whale rules; some are profit-related, such as escalating costs to run your boat; others are enforcement issues which challenge the Marine Patrol Bureau to keep a
level playing field for all lobstermen; or issues stemming
from activities long ago, such as the mercury contamination found at the mouth of the Penobscot River.

Commissioner Keliher also showed great leadership in regard to the lower Penobscot River lobster and crab closure.
The DMR implemented an emergency rule to extend the
boundary of the original closure due to the results of the
state’s testing of lobster and crab in that area. The DMR held
a public hearing and accepted written comments. The closure was quietly supported by the lobster industry with the
understanding that this was not an issue that anyone wanted to attract attention to and yet it was the right thing to do
to protect public health and Maine lobster’s reputation.

Who can keep up with all of these things on their own? For
most of us, it’s a daily challenge to remember to put gas in
the car and change the oil filters on the boat. Lobstermen
and those in businesses related to lobstering are fortunate to have an organization like the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association (MLA), staying on top of current issues, looking ahead at what obstacles might pop up down the road,
and constantly advocating for the well-being of Maine
lobstermen. Honestly, if the MLA wasn’t in the room, any
one of a half dozen issues in the past five years could have
taken on a life of its own, chewed up the landscape and
presented some real hardships to lobstermen.

The Maine Lobstering Union (MLU) did not see it that way.
Though local lobstermen did not want to challenge the department’s action, the MLU submitted comments opposing the expanded boundary of the closure and requested
a public hearing. By contrast, a local lobsterman testified that opposing DMR on this closure could jeopardize
the marketing efforts that benefit the entire industry. The
MLA, Downeast Lobstermen’s Association, Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative, and the Maine Lobster Dealers
Association supported the expanded closure and thanked
the Commissioner for his leadership on such a sensitive issue.

It’s also a comfort to know that others have your back.
Maine’s lobster industry is lucky to have a state agency
that is committed to working with lobstermen to ensure
that this fishery remains successful. Since Commissioner
Keliher took the helm of the Maine Department of Marine
Resources (DMR), lobstermen have experienced an excellent working relationship with DMR. The Commissioner
has led countless meetings along the coast to engage directly with lobstermen on hard topics. The Commissioner
cares what fishermen have to say, and he listens.

With the same certainty as death and taxes, Maine’s lobster
industry will continue to face many more issues like these,
some that we can’t even imagine today. We are sure to become upset and frustrated and, more than likely, we are going to pick up the phone to complain. Maine lobstermen
are lucky to have a DMR Commissioner who listens to them
and is willing to make tough decisions to benefit the industry. We may not agree with every decision but, from my perspective, we can honor these decisions because we’ve had a
voice in the process, and we’ve been listened to.

Earlier this summer lobstermen faced a real crisis in terms
of bait. It was clear early on that herring were not going to
be landed in large volumes from Area 3, creating a strong
likelihood that the quota from the inshore fishery could be
caught by mid-July. The Commissioner took the position
that the state would not risk having no fresh bait for lobstermen at the peak of the season, which would have happened if the inshore herring fishery continued as it was.
The DMR implemented emergency rules to put the brakes

“The challenge of leadership is to be strong, but not rude; be
kind, but not weak; be bold, but not bully; be thoughtful, but
not lazy; be humble, but not timid; be proud, but not arrogant; have humor, but without folly.”
Jim Rohn, entrepreneur

MLA SEPT. DIRECTORS
MEETING
Patrice McCarron provided an update
on the good and bad news regarding
large whales. On the good news side,
humpback whales have been removed
from the endangered species list.
While they are still protected under
the Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), the delisting will make them
less of a management concern for the
Maine lobster fishery.
On the bad news side, the National
Marine Fisheries Service will soon
publish its 2016 draft marine mammal stock assessment report (SAR).

As always, stay safe on the water.

The North Atlantic right whale SAR
likely will note a recent decline in reproductive rates, worsening health
and a population decline. MLA will
review and comment on this report.
The Associated Press recently ran a
story on an opinion piece published
by Scott Kraus of the New England
Aquarium stating that an increase
in entanglement in fishing gear is
causing reproductive failure in right
whales. MLA submitted a letter to the
editors of the Portland Press Herald
and Bangor Daily News rebutting this
assertion (reprinted here). It is too
early to know if or how these changes
might impact the federal whale plan
and Maine’s lobster fishery. The last

round of whale rules was implemented in 2015, and NMFS has a 5-year
monitoring plan in place to track the
effectiveness of the overall plan.
NMFS is also moving forward with its
ban of seafood imports from countries that don’t have equivalent marine mammal protection measures in
place. There is a 5-year phase-in period, so it will be some time before we
understand how this might affect the
seafood trade between the U.S. and
Canada, as well as with other nations.
Maine DMR held a public hearing on
the expansion of the Penobscot River
closure. DMR had expanded the cloContinued on page 8
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MLA continued from page 7

sure in June through emergency rulemaking due to state monitoring results.
The Maine Lobstering Union, represented by Kim Tucker, submitted lengthy
comments to the state opposing the expansion of the closure. The Union also
requested a public hearing. The MLA supported both the existing closure as
well as the small expansion in order to avoid any sort of public health advisory
on lobster and to protect the Maine lobster brand. Representatives from the
Maine Lobster Dealers Association, Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
and Downeast Lobstermen’s Association also testified in support of the closure.

female herring in gonadal stages III-V, to trigger a spawning closure.

Herring supplies remain tight. The Area 1A quota is projected to close in mid-September and will reopen to both seine and trawl vessels on October 1. No herring
are being landed from Area 3. Supplies of hard baits seem to be holding, but prices
have skyrocketed. It is unclear how long the frozen bait supply will last without
herring coming in from Area 3. MLA will continue to monitor the situation.

During its September meeting, the New England Fishery Management Council
(NEFMC) received a progress report on Amendment 8 to the Atlantic Herring
Fishery Management Plan. The amendment contains two key components that
involve:

DMR is moving forward with a proposal to require all lobstermen to double tag
traps fished outside a declared home zone. The Commissioner raised this issue
for discussion over a year ago and solicited feedback from the Lobster Advisory
Council and the lobster zone councils. The purpose of the proposed rule is to
help Marine Patrol with enforcement. The MLA Board discussed the proposal’s
benefits -- that Marine Patrol needs tools to enforce our laws and the industry
needs to support that -- and the its negative aspects -- will it actually help with
enforcement; it’s an added cost to the industry; double tagging can be very difficult to manage especially for those live on a zone line and regularly fish both
sides. The MLA directors’ overarching concern is the lack of enforcement and
the lack of fairness stemming from that. The directors voted to support the
double tagging proposal and to highlight their concerns.
The 11th International Conference and Workshop on Lobster Biology and
Management will be held in Portland, Maine, June 4-9, 2017, at the Holiday Inn
by the Bay. FMI: www.11thicwl.com.
The MLA continues to monitor the development of the Omnibus Coral
Amendment by the New England Fisheries Management Council. The draft
document includes proposed coral zones off of Mount Desert Rock, Schoodic
Ridges, and Jordan’s and Georges Basin. The MLA also continues to monitor
the development of the regional ocean plan and the renewed interest it has
generated in mapping and collecting data on the Maine lobster fishery.

Herring Spawning closures
The Eastern Maine Spawning Area closure went into effect August 28 through
September 24; Western Maine closure went into effect September 18 through
October 15; and Mass/NH closure October 2 through October 29. A closure
could be extended if samples show that fish are still spawning.
NEFMC Herring Update

•

development of a long-term acceptable biological catch (ABC) control rule
for the Atlantic herring fishery and;

•

measures to address potential localized depletion of Atlantic herring.

The ABC control rule may explicitly account for herring’s role in the ecosystem
as a forage species and address the biological and ecological requirements of the
resource itself. It is being developed through a Management Strategy Evaluation
(MSE) approach. The Council held its first MSE public workshop in Maine in
mid-May to begin gathering recommendations on a potential range of objectives
for an ABC control rule, as well as feedback on how the objectives should be evaluated. A second workshop likely will be held December 7-8 in Massachusetts.
The Council also received a briefing on the Atlantic Herring Committee’s late
August discussion about potential alternatives to address localized depletion.
Most of the committee’s early proposals focus on variations of “inshore buffer
zones” where midwater trawl gear — or in one case all herring gear types — would
be restricted or prohibited year-round or seasonally. The Council made two motions to modify the Committee’s initial range of buffer zones, which now span from
a discrete six-mile closure in an area off the backside of Cape Cod, up to a 50-mile
buffer zone throughout the range of the fishery south of Area 1A, covering the inshore portions of Areas 1B, 2, and 3 (see map). The committee will meet again on
October 20 and November 9 to further debate and reevaluate the alternatives.

The MLA summer membership campaign is going well. The MLCA is holding
several fundraising events this fall and is announcing recruitment for the next
Maine Lobstermen Leadership Institute in this issue of Landings. The program
will kick off in early 2017.
Enrollment for health insurance will run from November, 2016, through January,
2017. The penalty for not having health insurance in 2017 starts at $695/individual and could be as high as 2.5% of household income. The MLA will not
hold local candidate meetings this year; instead the MLA will send a mailing
to candidates. MLA also will not conduct its annual V-notch survey this year.
Participation has been down in large part due to the difficulty in managing the
survey with when such large volumes of lobsters are being landed. In addition,
DMR already collects this data through sea sampling. The board will revisit this
and consider conducting the survey every three to five years instead.
HERRING UPDATE
Atlanc Herring Landings

Herring is likely to remain an issue for Maine lobstermen. PERC photo.

For Data through Sept 27, 2016
Area

Cumulave

2015 Catch YTD
(9/28)

Total Annual

2016 % of Quota

To recap how this all began:

Quota

Catch YTD
1A*

21,088

20,805

30,102

70% (96% T2)

1B

910

2,906

2,941

31%

2

9,800

11,346

32,100

31%

3

12,894

29,488

43,832

29%

Total

41,692

64,545

108,975

41%

*Quota June 1 thru Sept 30 = 21,910; Oct 1 thru Dec 31 -= 8,192

Area 1 Management
As of September 13, the Area 1A herring fishery had harvested 95% of the
Trimester 2 (June through September) allocation. The Area 1A fishery was
closed from September 18 through September 30, 2016.
The Area 1A fishery reopens on October 1 to both seiner and trawl fishermen.
The ASMFC herring section set the fishery at four consecutive landing days until 92% of the quota is harvested. The fishery in Maine will run from 6 p.m. on
Sundays through 6 p.m. on Thursdays. The Area 1A fishery regulations include
seasonal spawning closures for portions of state and federal waters in Eastern
Maine, Western Maine and Mass./New Hampshire. In 2016, the ASMFC’s
Atlantic Herring Section approved a one-year pilot project of a new forecasting method that relies upon at least three samples, each containing at least 25

The Council went through a public scoping process for Amendment 8 from
February 26 to April 30, 2015, to consider long-term harvest strategies for herring through an ABC control rule.
After reviewing the scoping comments, in June, 2015, the Council expanded the
reach of Amendment 8 to “include consideration of the spatial and temporal
availability of Atlantic herring” in order to address public concern about localized depletion. The Council plans to approve the range of alternatives on localized depletion and ABC control rule measures in January, 2017.
The Council is continuing to work on potential modifications to the haddock
accountability measures (AMs) for Atlantic herring vessels fishing with midwater trawl gear in the Georges Bank AM area through Framework Adjustment 5.
AMs come into play when the herring fishery’s haddock catch cap is reached.
Framework 5 will be discussed further in November.
NEFMC CORAL ZONE AMENDMENT
The New England Fishery Management Council clarified the range of fishing
gear restrictions that will be analyzed under its Deep-Sea Coral Amendment.
The Council is considering alternatives to restrict trawl and dredge gear only
or all fixed and mobile bottom-tending gears in the Gulf of Maine and Georges
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Bank coral zones. Previously, the Council had not taken a position on how to
address the lobster and Jonah crab fisheries, which are not managed by the
Council but rather by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.
In a move that eliminated this ambiguity, the Council asked for additional
analyses from its Habitat Plan Development Team (PDT)about the potential
economic and biological impacts of restricting lobster and crab traps in coral
zones. The Council then added an alternative to the amendment to potentially
exempt these trap fisheries from gear restrictions. Updated NOAA Fisheries
policy guidance, which states that restrictions in coral zones “may apply to
… state-regulated fishing that is authorized in the Exclusive Economic Zone,”
enabled the Council to take this step.

scientific panel concluded Sweden raised valid points in its request to declare
the American lobster an invasive species. The EU’s decision is the first step in
a long process that will not reach a conclusion until next spring at the earliest.
PUBLIC HEARINGS ON DOUBLE TAGGING LIGHTLY ATTENDED
Maine DMR has proposed to require that a second tag be fished in all lobster
traps set outside a lobsterman’s declared “home zone.” The second tag would
cost 10 cents and would be removable to allow tags to be moved from trap to
trap when shifting gear. Lobstermen spoke both for and against this proposal.
Those in favor strongly support giving Marine Patrol the tools it needs to enforce the existing 49%/51% rules within the zones. Lobstermen whose fishing
areas lie along zone boundary lines were most concerned about how this rule
will affect their fishing as they typically split their gear across the two zones.
This rule would require careful management of that gear so that traps fished
outside the home zone contain the second tag. Lobstermen were concerned
that this would be difficult to do when shifting gear over the course of the season. Others were concerned that trap tags would not hold up to constantly
cutting tags from traps and reattaching them when shifting gear. DMR will be
reviewing public feedback on this proposed rule. The final recommendation
will go before the DMR Advisory Council.
ZONE TRANSFER WAITING LIST DISCUSSED

On September 15, President Obama designated the Northeast Canyons and
Seamounts Marine National Monument, which overlaps portions of the area
covered under Council’s Coral Amendment. The Council considered, but ultimately postponed to November, a motion to remove canyons and seamounts
that fall within the monument’s boundaries from further consideration in
the Coral Amendment. The Council first wanted additional information from
NOAA Fisheries about how regulations related to the monument designation
will be developed and implemented as well as additional analyses from the
PDT before taking action. In addition, the Council approved:
•

Boundary adjustments to the Central Jordan Basin coral zone in the Gulf of
Maine based on updated information from the PDT; and

•

Adding a 600-meter depth-based broad zone to be considered alongside
the other broad coral protection contour zones of 300, 400, and 500 meters
that currently are under analysis.

Several workshops, meetings, and public hearings will be held prior to the
Council taking any final action on this issue or other Coral Amendment issues.
DELEGATION SPEAKS OUT ON POTENTIAL EU LOBSTER BAN
Senator King and Representatives Pingree and Poliquin, along with Dr. Bob
Steneck and lobster industry members held a press conference on the Maine
State Pier in Portland to voice their strong objection to the European Union
(EU) considering a ban on the import of Maine lobster due to invasive species concern. The media event was in responses to the EU’s announcement in
September that it will conduct a more extensive review of the proposal after a

DMR solicited feedback from lobstermen during the seven zone council meetings held in September on how the department should manage requests from
lobstermen to transfer to a new zone. Currently those lobstermen are placed on
the waiting list along with Apprentices in the order that the request was made.
However, lawmakers recently changed that process. Apprentices will remain
on a waiting list subject to the zone’s exit/entry ratios; DMR is now required to
manage zone transfers through a separate process established through rulemaking.
DMR generated a variety of proposals on how best to do this including a match
system, where DMR would allow lobstermen to swap zones if there was a
matching request. Another approach would be to have DMR allow each zone to
give entry to a transfer request parallel to the waiting list: for example, for every five Apprentices who enter, one transfer would be allowed in. There has also
been discussion of a hybrid system incorporating both concepts. The DMR is
still in the brainstorming phase and is seeking input from the industry on how
best to manage requests from lobstermen to transfer between zones, while ensuring that a zone’s limited entry program remains in place.
MLA’S COMMENTS ON LOBSTER/CRAB CLOSURE IN THE
LOWER PENOBSCOT RIVER
The MLA strongly supported DMR’s proposed rule to expand the fishery closure due to recent sampling and data analysis of mercury found in lobster and
crab in the lower Penobscot River, continuing its support of the original closure
in order to protect public health and Maine lobster’s reputation with the public. The MLA reviewed all of the data and reports pertaining to this issue. MLA
also attended the relevant public hearings and consulted extensively with both
DMR and Center for Disease Control staff.
MLA’s position is based on the understanding that DMR has both the authority
and responsibility to protect public health. There is precedent for DMR’s actions: in July, 2008, Commissioner Lapointe issued a consumption advisory on
lobster tomalley, in consultation with Maine CDC, due to elevated PSP levels.
This consumption advisory was a reissue of the longstanding tomalley advisory
and was based on new information obtained through the DMR’s PSP testing
program. The DMR consumption advisory was picked up and widely advertised by the FDA. This resulted in a ban on imports of Maine lobster to Japan
and major market and financial losses for the industry.
The MLA is not in the business of advocating to close fishing grounds.
Historically, the MLA has been adamantly opposed to the use of closures as a
management tool. However, the contamination in the lower Penobscot River
presents a unique circumstance. The MLA recognizes that this closure poses
a hardship for area fishermen and we do not take our support of the closure
lightly. However, the MLA strongly believes that this small closure is necessary
to protect the Maine lobster brand and the lobster industry as a whole. With no
traceability in place, many buyers and consumers would choose to avoid Maine
lobster rather than figure out whether or not they are purchasing or consuming lobster from the affected area.

From left to right, John Ready, Dr. Bob Steneck, Annie Tselikis, Maine
Lobster Dealers Association, Rep. Pingree, Sen. King, Rep. Poliquin. MLA
photo.

Experience has demonstrated that consumption advisories, even if only in
place for vulnerable populations, like children and pregnant women, very often lead to consumers avoiding the product. The MLA continues to strongly
oppose issuing a consumption advisory on lobster from the affected area. This
Continued on page 10
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would create extreme confusion among consumers of Maine lobster and damage our brand. The MLA’s main concern is to protect Maine lobster’s reputation for being a sustainable, wild-caught product from pristine Maine waters.
Consumers need to trust that all Maine lobster is safe to eat.
The MLA commends the DMR for finding funding to move forward with analysis of its most recent year of data collected from the affected area. If the findings confirm low contamination levels in crabs, the MLA strongly supports developing a crab-only fishery for this area.
In closing, the MLA urges the DMR to make this emergency rule permanent so
that all consumers can enjoy Maine lobster without any worry of consumption
limitations or where in Maine their lobster was harvested. Closing this area is
the only management approach the MLA supports at this time.
MLA LETTER TO THE EDITOR ON RIGHT WHALE DECLINE
On behalf of the members of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, I would like
to respond to recent articles about a perceived decline in the number of calves
being born to North Atlantic right whales, an endangered whale species found
in the Gulf of Maine.
For more than 20 years, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) has led
efforts on behalf of Maine’s lobster industry to protect whales and keep our
lobstermen fishing. The MLA has been engaged in whale conservation efforts
since 1997. Since that time we have significantly changed how we fish. Maine
lobstermen now use gear that has been modified to reduce the risk of whales
becoming entangled. The changes include the costly switch to sinking groundlines; incorporating weak links in buoy lines; marking traps, rope and buoys;
and reducing the number of endlines fished in our offshore waters where
whales are most prevalent.
In the years since Maine lobstermen implemented these changes, the right
whale population has rebounded significantly. In the 1990’s, the population of
North Atlantic right whales was estimated by New England Aquarium scientists to be only 295. In October 2015, the New England Aquarium’s best estimate was 526 whales, a 78% increase. Minimizing human impacts on whales,

such as injuries from strikes by ships or fishing gear, coupled with more successful right whale reproduction have given us hope for a bright future for right
whales.
This optimism has been dampened somewhat as changes in climate patterns
have significantly impacted right whale behavior. For as long as researchers
have studied the species, you could set your watch as to when right whale aggregations would show up to known feeding grounds. In recent years, however,
these patterns no longer hold true. Right whales have been nearly absent from
feeding grounds in the Bay of Fundy in late summer while appearing in record
numbers in Cape Cod Bay in the spring. A shift is occurring and it is not one
that we are in control of.
A recent study published by Scott Kraus of the New England Aquarium suggested a link between fishing gear entanglements and the short-term reproductive
decline in right whales. The Associated Press quotes Kraus, “And it looks like it
[heavy fishing gear] affects their ability to reproduce...” The study suggests this
link, however, it provides no evidence substantiate it.
Given the tremendous positive growth in the right whale population since the
1990’s and corresponding changes in how we fish, it is unlikely that fishing gear
is the cause for a recent slower rate of right whale reproduction. A more likely
explanation is the rise in ocean temperatures and changing ocean conditions
that have significantly altered when and where right whales frequent their traditional grounds in the Gulf of Maine. These temperature shifts have impacted
the abundance, availability and quality of zooplankton right whales depend on,
and correspondingly their health and reproductive success.
Maine’s lobster industry will remain vigilant in its efforts to reduce interactions
with right whales. While we remain committed to doing our part to aid their
continued recovery, we hope that the scientific community will focus on the
real problem threatening the full recovery of right whales -- climate change.
If we don’t understand the global factors driving the significant changes observed in the population, our efforts to minimize human impacts such as ship
strikes and fishing gear entanglements could be in vain.
Sincerely,
Patrice McCarron, MLA executive director

MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Automotive

Financial & Investment

Back River Financial Group
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation and
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes (total
of 12) for all vehicles, cars and trucks, when you review of previous tax returns.
purchase a new or used vehicle.

Bait Dealers
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).

Boat Builders/Repairs
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
%DVV+DUERU0(RIIÀQDOSULFHRIKXOO
with MLA membership.
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or top.
on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB

Documentation Services
Maine Design Company
Appleton, ME --10% discount to surveys on
lobster boats. Must be an MLA member &
mention this listing to get discount.

Education & Trade Shows
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA members.

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service.

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders.

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members.
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables.

Industry Organizations
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off MLA merchandise.

Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved
Drill Conductor course within the last 5 years.

Electronic Equipment

Legal Servives

Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all marine
electronic products.
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.

Nicholas H Walsh PA
Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services.

Lobster/Seafood/Wholesale
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for MLA
members.

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat.

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check.
National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual subscription rate.

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine propeller, shafting, and related items, sales & repairs.

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with proof
of MLA membership. CAN be combined with
other promotions.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG Drill
Conductor training.

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be
combined with other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps to MLA
members.
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Complete and Committed.
THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION.
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BAIT
HERRING

REDFISH

POGIES

ROCKFISH

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

FRESH

207. 594 . 0405

FROZEN

207. 542 .1856

• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5
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Home of the best built custom lobster traps
… and the best runners! Rockbottom
Runners

The ultimate
ballast runner.
Light on the boat, but a load in the water!

And NEW!
Riverdale Mills is the leader in welded wire mesh for the
marine industry. With over 36 years of industry experience,
AQUAMESH® is one of the most proven and trusted marine
products in the world.

The ultimate in
trap strength
Many junglewood runners come from “blow-downs”– whatever species
of trees are there, that’s what you get. You never really know what
you’re getting or how it will perform. After a long search for
the best species to use as lobster trap runners,
we’ve found what we believe to be the toughest
species from the jungle – we call it Gorilla Wood–
and that’s all we’ll sell. This wood is used for
boardwalks, aircraft carrier decking and pilings in intense
marine borer environments like the Panama Canal zone. It is a
benchmark for marine performance.
Give Gorilla Wood a try – the toughest in the jungle!

Riverdale has been manufacturing AQUAMESH® the same
way since 1980 using an exclusive galvanizing after welding
(GAW) and automated PVC coating process. AQUAMESH®
wire is welded first and then put in a tank of molten zinc,
emerging with a heavy zinc coating. The weld is completely
covered and sealed with zinc, protecting it from all harsh
ocean elements leading to a longer lifetime of use, typically
5x-10x times more when compared to wire that was
galvanized before welding (GBW).

Here to serve you!
Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Find us
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
Find
on
Facebook
Visit our website: www.friendship
ptrap
p.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

MAINE

H

HAMILTON

MARINE
0+]&RPSOHWHO\ZDWHUSURRI
<HDU1RQ+D]0DWEDWWHU\<HDU
ZDUUDQW\)HDWXUHVDVWDLQOHVVVWHHO
DQWHQQD86&**0'66$SSURYHG
Order# 731676

&DW,$XWR
Order# 731678

Patented specter and hybrid optics allow for
YDULRXVFRPELQDWLRQVRIŴRRGDQGVSRWOLJKWLQJ
Search# RIL-

Scan
the QR
Code
to shop
online!

99

99

$

99

+0//2%&5$7(
Order# 158132

19

99

+0/%$6.(73$6
Order# 118243

&DVW$OXPLQXP&RPPHUFLDO+DWFKHV
)OXVKZDWHUWLJKWHDV\RSHQLQVLGHRQO\

52999SAVE

5HJ
%20&2
Order# 104612

70

$

Orange

5699
$
8499

$

USCG APPROVED

+LJKYLV\HOORZDFFHQW5HPRYDEOHKHDGSLOORZ$UWLFXODWHG
DUPVIRUHDVLHUGRQQLQJ%XGG\OLQHDQGZKLVWOH
KNT-1540-AU $
99
Order# 753274

24" x 24"

89999SAVE

$

5HJ 100
%20&
Order# 104619
$

249

50

Adult Universal Survival Suit

USCG APPROVED

Red

596$
Order# 743829

Order# 752862 Order# 761645

)LVK%DVNHW

$

$

5HJ

3ODVWLFZLWKKROHVIRUGUDLQDJH
EXVKHOFDSDFLW\

99

15" x 24"

4" x 6"
-$%
Order# 120480

LIMITED QUANTITY!

/REVWHU&UDWH

49

11399

9(7=
Order# 135851

One
Mile
Beam!

Ř)XOOIHDWXUHGKLJKTXDOLW\LQŴDWDEOH
Ř,Q6LJKWZLQGRZVKRZVDUPHGVWDWXV
• Heavy-duty 420 denier nylon shell
• Neoprene comfort collar
SAVE
• Full 35 lbs buoyancy
$

20" W x 31-1/2" L x 16" H
$OOSODVWLFFRQVWUXFWLRQ
7ZRSLHFHDWWDFKHGOLG
OEFDSDFLW\

$

FROM

38999

3" x 5"
-$%
Order# 120482

,Q6LJKW$XWRPDWLF0DQXDO,QŴDWDEOH2IIVKRUH3)' Premium Adult Universal Immersion Suit

6 Year
%DWWHU\

349
$
46999

$

+LJKLPSDFWSRO\SURS\OHQHZLWKVWDLQOHVVVWHHO
ILWWLQJVFDQGOHSRZHUEXOE,QFOXGHV
PRXQWLQJEUDFNHWYROW7RWDOO\ZHDWKHUSURRI

'LDPHWHU0D[LPXP
'HFN7KLFNQHVV
&DQGOH3RZHUY

$
$

+DORJHQ)ORRGOLJKWV

Stainless Steel
Searchlight

High Performance LED Lights

$&&86DWŠ(3,5%V

&DW,,0DQXDO

1.800.762.6374 • 1.508.234.8715
info@riverdale.com • www.riverdale.com

$

25999

Glove Liners
3RO\HVWHUFRWWRQEOHQG
RQHVL]HƓWVDOO

3

$ 59

:RPHQōVSedna
-DFNHW %LE7RXVHUV

SPECIAL
PURCHASE!

%XLOWWRWKHVDPHVWDQGDUGVDVDOO*UXQG«QV
3URJHDUZLWKDQDOOQHZILWEDVHGRQIHHGEDFNIURPZRPHQILVKHUPHQ6;/

dozen

$

+0**/3&
Order# 758617

Trousers

12899 $11299
)5((+($7IURP\RXUHQJLQHōV

+RW7XE&RLOV
6WDLQOHVVVWHHOWXELQJ
'RQRWEOHDFK,QFOXGHV]LQF
$
99 5HJ

149

13.5" Diameter, 30" Tall
Order# 122640
17" Diameter, 24" Tall
Order# 122639

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

Jacket

FORVHGFRROLQJV\VWHP
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WR%78V

SAVE

30

$

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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Need health insurance?
3 months for Open Enrollment
NOV 2016
Nov 1:ϐ

2017 coverage.

JAN 2017
DEC 2016
Dec 15ǣ Jan 31ǣ
enroll for coverage 
 ͳǤ
2017 coverage.

4 plan levels available
CATASTROPHIC
$

BRONZE

SILVER

GOLD

 
 

High

$$$
Low

3 insurance companies on the Marketplace

Ǥ 
ͳǦͺǦ͵ͳͷǦͷ͵ͺͻ

Ǥ
ͳǦͺͷͷǦʹͶǦͶ͵

harvardpilgrim.org
1-888-333-4742

1 penalty for no 2017 coverage
̈́ͻͷȀ
̈́͵ͶǤͷͲȀ 

OR*

ʹǤͷΨ
 

ȗ higher

HERKULES BIBS
Made of heavy duty cotton twill base, coated with HDX12 PVC designed to
resist oils and maintain flexibility in extreme cold. Sturdy elastic suspenders with quick release clips now feature our Suspender Savers for keeping
your suspender straps handy and in place when nature calls. A relaxed fit
allows for mechanical ventilation to ensure you don’t overheat when you’re
working at your hardest.
grundens.com

Start window shopping now!
www.healthcare.gov/see-plans
The MLA has trained Navigators on staff
to answer your questions!
ʹͲǦͻǦͶͷͷͷ

A huge thank you to all the Harvesters,
Friends, and Business Members who
renewed or joined this summer. You
keep us working for you and your future.
ŶŶŽƵŶĐŝŶŐƚŚĞǁŝŶŶĞƌŽĨƚŚĞΨϭϬϬϬD>DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉZĂŋĞ͗

Edwin Lawson from Bernard
Congratulations!
Haven’t renewed your membership yet? Join now!
By phone: 207-967-4555

Online: www.mainelobstermen.org/membership

By mail: 2 Storer St, St 203 Kennebunk ME 04043
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344 207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of previous tax
returns.
ACCOUNTANTS
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when you purchase a new or used vehicle.
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014 207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631 207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143 wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626 nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Penobscot Marine Museum
PO Box 498, 5 Church St
Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-2529
kgoldner@ppm-maine.org
www.penobscotmarinemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members.
ELECTRONICS
Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841 207-691-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products.
Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 207-548-6302;
Southwest Harbor: 207-244-7870;
Rockland: 207-594-8181
Portland: 207-774-1772
Jonesport: 207-497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
GIFTS
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
PO Box 275
Bass Harbor, ME 04653 207-244-3795
lorraine@richardstanleyboats.com
www.richardstanelycustomboats.com
$1,000 off final hull price with MLA membership
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605 207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38 and 44
Calvin Beal.
DOCUMENTATION SERVICES
Maine Design Company
68 Snow Hill Rd
Appleton, ME 04862 207-370-1088
tom@mainedesigncompany.com
www.mainedesigncompany.com
10% discount on lobster boat surveys for MLA
members who mention this listing.

INSURANCE
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA members. Additional 5% discount with proof of
completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
course within the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101 207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com
Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
16 Pleasant Hill Rd
Scarborough, ME 04070
stewart_tuttle@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts. New
propeller discounts vary.
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360 508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, and
related items, sales and repairs.

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com
Knuckle & Claw
2715 Main St.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
3112 West Sunset Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
chloe@knuckleclaw.com
www.knuckleclaw.com

HYDRAULICS

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components & Craft cables.

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
adaughan@cosff.com

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional product orders.

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-1316 lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310 info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billys Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit , ME 03907
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

207-646-5575

The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of MLA membership.
Discount can be combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861 207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at Friendship
store. Cannot be added to other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members
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ARTIFICIAL BAIT MAKES A SPLASH
By Shelley Wigglesworth
OrganoBait is a synthetic bait product developed by Kepley BioSystems of
North Carolina. The company’s publicity materials state, “It’s not an animal
product, but instead a calcium-based tablet made with synthetic materials
that replicate the smell of decaying fish to attract lobsters and crabs.” The artificial bait looks like a small white hockey puck and, according to the company,
may represent the future of lobster bait.
Anthony Dellinger, a research scientist at the University of North Carolina
at Greensboro and company president, said research and development of
OrganoBait began in 2014. “The idea of this synthetic bait came about when
lead inventor Terry Brady conceived the idea and proposed the technology to
Professor [Christopher] Kepley and myself. We incorporated to form Kepley
BioSystems and soon won our first grant,” he said. “That helped take it to the
next level for us to apply for our patent.”
OrganoBait is made of calcium and other minerals which are poured into a
mold. The tablet is imbued with engineered scents that mimic the reek of rotting baitfish like menhaden and herring. “OrganoBait replicates the biochemistry of decaying fish that characterizes the odorant-based attractant mechanism
for crustaceans,” Dellinger explained. The product merely attracts the animals
and is not consumed by lobster or crabs, therefore it poses no health risks.

Synthetic bait, like OrganoBait,
may relieve pressure on herring
supplies. Photo courtesy of Kepley
BioSystems.

“All of the components used to manufacture OrganoBait are distinct inorganic materials available through welldefined supply chains worldwide. The
compounds utilized for OrganoBait
are safe, environmentally neutral
and of pristine food grade,” he continued. Other distinctive features of
OrganoBait are that it is time-released,
requires no refrigeration or freezing,
and will never spoil.
Dellinger and his team sent OrganoBait
to fishermen in Florida, North Carolina,
California and the British West Indies
in 2014 to test how it performed. The

BEWARE OF ILLEGAL LOBSTER BAIT
From Maine Marine Patrol
With this season’s shortage of Atlantic herring, many people turned to
other bait sources, including hide bait. DMR staff has received questions
regarding the existing law prohibiting the use of carcasses, waste parts,
renderings or remains of wild or domesticated animals. This law has been
in effect since 2005. The only exception that the law provides to this prohibition is for “hairless hides.”
DMR is currently aware that some companies attempting to market hides
as bait are leaving significant amounts of fat attached to the hide. This is
not allowed, and the producers of these baits have been told that fishermen may not legally fish fat as lobster bait.
Marine Patrol is educating fishermen about this prohibition and encourages buyers to beware. If you have any questions about the legality of a
specific hide bait, please contact your local Marine Patrol Officer to avoid
purchasing a bait that may not be legally fished.

McMillan Offshore
Survival Training
U.S.C.G. Accepted Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor Training
since 1994
John McMillan — Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
jmcmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com
207-338-1603 Cell: 207-233-0787
Next classes:
U.S.C.G.
October 2 - Stonington
Contact us to schedule a class in your community!

F/V examiners
Garry Moores
Kevin Plowman

LET US BRING THE TRAINING TO YOU!
CONTACT US TO SET UP CLASSES IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Anthony Dellinger holding a disk of OrganoBait and a lobster.
Photo courtesy of Kepley BioSystems.

fishermen set around 180 traps, split among blue crab, stone crab and spiny
lobster. Half of the traps contained OrganoBait and the other half contained
traditional bait, such as menhaden, mullet or pigs’ feet. OrganoBait performed
as well as the natural bait, according to an article by Dellinger and colleagues
in the July 2016 issue of Global Ecology and Conservation.
Bait dealer Allen Daggett, owner of Cape Porpoise Lobster Company, believes
the renewed interest in the artificial bait market is a direct result of limited
supplies of traditional bait. “It’s all about supply and demand. The supply [of
herring] is controlled by the feds and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission. So far, in my experience and in listening to the lobstermen about
other alternative baits that have been used, such as rawhide, they do catch lobsters if they are used with other natural bait in the bait bag,” he said. “I know
a few lobstermen who use [rawhide] alone. This past six months herring and
pogies have doubled in price and I believe that is why rawhide is getting used
more than in the past.” As far as health risks with alternative or synthetic bait
are concerned, Daggett said, “If something is all-natural, you can be sure there
is no health risk involved. As far as anything else goes, it all depends what they
put into it. I think in the long run that our old-fashioned lobster bait will always
be used.”
Massachusetts lobsterman John Barrett, who is a member of the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association board, agreed with Daggett. “I never had much luck
with synthetic or hide-type baits. I wish the bait industries would explore more
natural bait sources,” he said. “This may be a safer bet for the environment and
the fishermen.” Jeff Nichols, Maine Department of Marine Resources director
of communications, said, “The Department does not collect data on artificial
bait. Fishermen or dealers can probably answer the question [of how well it
fishes] better.”
“The bait [OrganoBait] has been tested extensively throughout the East Coast
of the United States and Canada for nearly every species indigenous to these
areas including blue crab, American lobster, spiny lobster and stone crab,”
Dellinger said. “We are comparable in attractive capabilities to fish. We do not
outperform traditional bait, but are approaching equality in many species and
have achieved it with stone crabs.” OrganoBait will be tested in 200 traps set by
Nova Scotian lobstermen in November.
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Memorial continued from page 1

Shelly Tinker decided that something had to be done to make that loss, and the
dozens of losses in years past, visible. “My next door neighbor died [in 2009].
We had to let people know that we care,” she said. Shelly and her sister, Wanda
Corey, began organizing to create a memorial in town to fishermen lost not
only in Washington County but also in Charlotte County, New Brunswick, just
across the bay. Finally, after seven years of effort, the Lost Fishermen’s Memorial
was dedicated on August 21 before a crowd of several hundred people.
The monument, a granite sculpture created by renowned sculptor Jesse
Salisbury, forms the shape of waves overlapping. On it are engraved the names
of 102 fishermen lost at sea since 1900. One additional name, that of 28-yearold lobsterman Jon Popham of Machiasport, who died in July, remains to be
etched on the stone.
Tinker serves as president of the Lost
Fishermen’s Memorial Association
(www.lostfishermensmemorial.com),
a non-profit established to raise
funds for the memorial. Those funds
came largely from small donations
accumulated over the years and
from some innovative fundraising
on the part of local people. “Most
have been real small donations,
The granite memorial, created by
$2,000 at the most. Someone will
sculptor Jesse Salisbury, gives the
impression of successive waves. Photo have a yard sale and then come
to the door and say, ’Here, take
courtesy of LFMA.
this money,’” Tinker said. Local
businesses, such as the Seaview
Campground and Pleasant Lake Campground, organized lobster suppers for
several years and donated the proceeds to the Association. Local golf tournaments, raffles, and running marathons all brought money into the Association’s
account.
The March King Neptune’s Bride fundraising gala was the brainchild of Tinker
and her sister. The festivities started in 2014. People attending the fundraiser must be attired in a ball gown, wedding gown or other formal wear. King
Neptune’s Brides gather for a parade through Lubec prior to the party. “People
really bought into it,” Tinker said. “It’s amazing and a lot of fun. It’s a great way
to get through that part of winter.”

Many thanks
to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Allen Insurance &
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Nicholas H. Walsh, PA
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Bell Power Systems Inc.
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Wives
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John’s Bay Boat Co.

Chase Leavitt & Co.

Penobscot East
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Jonesport Shipyard

Coastal Documentation

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Kips Seafood Co.

Conary Cove Lobster Co.

Polyform US

Lake Pemaquid Inc.

Cousins Maine Lobster

Lobster.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-op

Cushing Diesel, LLC

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Port Lobster Co.

Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.

Maine Financial Group

Re/Max Oceanside

Maine Lobstermen’s
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Riverdale Mills

Eastern Tire & Auto
Service

Maine Sea Grant

Superior Bait and Salt

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.

Superior Marine Products
Inc.

Friendship Lobster Treats

McMillan Offshore
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Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Coop

F W Thurston Co. Inc.

Midcoast Marine Supply

Weirs Motor Sales Inc.
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Mount Desert Oceanarium
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Muscongus Bay Lobster

Williams
LLC

First National Bank

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Nautilus Marine Fabrication Inc.

“Nobody wants these men to be forgotten.”
Site preparation work began in July. Materials and labor for site landscaping
were donated by several local companies. Salisbury oversaw installation of the
sculpture in early August. At the August 21 ceremony, the names of those lost
over the years were read aloud while Tinker rang a bell as each name was spoken.
The Association also is creating a database that will allow people to find information about each man through referencing his name. It’s part of the
Association’s effort to ensure this aspect of the community’s history is not lost.
“Nobody wants these men to be forgotten,” Tinker said.
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Then, in February, 2014, Bar Harbor Bank and Trust presented the Association
with a challenge. The bank would donate $10,000 toward the memorial if the
Association raised $20,000. The community met that goal in less than five
months.

Novatec Braids LTD

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative

Farrin’s Boatshop

The Association negotiated a 30-year lease with the town in 2011 to situate the
memorial adjacent to the Lubec public landing. The selected site looks north
across Cobscook Bay and eastward to Campobello Island. Still, they remained
tantalizingly short of their fundraising goal of $130,000.

200 Main St. Prospect Harbor, ME
www.mftlobster.com
P: 207.963.9010
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export by customs agents then pass through review by the Transportation
Safety Authority. There are insurance requirements, bills of lading, health certificates and more. All the paperwork associated with those reviews is handled
by the freight forwarder.
“First, you have to be a known shipping company to put stuff on a plane,”
Kingsley said. “Your company has to be vetted.” The freight forwarding company ensures that all health inspections are completed and labelling and packing
specifications met before it transports the lobsters, which have been kept in
a refrigerated holding area, to the airport. “We have chain of custody responsibilities,” Kingsley said. At the airport, the lobsters will be placed in reserved
space within a cargo plane. “Ninety-nine percent of the time lobster will move
in booked space. We are a lot like a travel agent in that way,” he added. Typically
a freight forwarder will book space on a cargo flight a week or less in advance,
although occasionally the company will pre-buy that space during times of
high demand, such as holidays in China.
The cost to the lobster company for that transport varies based on the length of
the flight and overpack, the amount of additional packaging necessary for the
lobsters to arrive at their destination alive. “It could be anywhere from 75 cents
per pound to $2.50 per pound,” Kingsley said.
When the plane lands in Rome, the
freight forwarder’s chain of custody
responsibilities end. There the customer’s agent must shepherd the
lobsters through that country’s customs office and any other regulatory
reviews.
It’s a fast-paced world and one
fraught with crises. “We have 16 to
18 staff here. We are open every day
of the year, typically from 3 a.m. to 6
Packed to ship, Maine lobsters are
p.m. but sometimes 24 hours a day.
now found throughout the world.
Dealing with problems when they do
Photo courtesy of Dorr Lobster.
arise is critical. That’s when we rely
on the relationships we’ve developed
over 25 years,” Kingsley said. It’s not uncommon for a scheduled flight to be
cancelled or a shipment held up due to a missing bit of paperwork. “You have

Making sure that a shipment of live lobsters makes it onto the plane with
all the required paperwork on time is the task for a freight forwarding company. Photo courtesy of the Chronicle Herald.

to think outside the box and you have to move fast,” he said. OceanAir consolidates shipments and thus, said Kingsley, can keep the cost to its customers
down. “We’re doing volume. That means the cost for everyone is less,” he said.
“It makes it hard for smaller companies to succeed because of all the effort and
cost involved.”
The need for freight forwarders has never been greater in the world of seafood.
With increasing demand from Asia, exports of lobster to the Far East have shot
up in recent years. Companies such as Maine Coast in York report demand continuing to strengthen in Malaysia, South Korea and Vietnam as well as China.
According to the Department of Commerce, lobsters continue to be a top export product from Maine, growing from 7.6% to 12.2% of total exports between
2012 and 2015. It has been the top export commodity of the state since 2013.
“There’s just massive demand for lobster across the globe,” Kingsley said.
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Humpbacks continued from page 1

“Since the late 1990s and early 2000s, NOAA and its collaborators have gathered the genetic data on humpbacks which resulted in the delisting,” Gouveia
said. Part of that research was done during the Years of the North Atlantic
Humpback (YoNAH) project. YoNAH was an international collaboration to
study North Atlantic humpback whales across most of their known range.
The Center for Coastal Studies in Provincetown, Massachusetts, was the lead
research institution for the multi-year research effort. A subsequent project,
known as MONAH (More North Atlantic Humpbacks), was undertaken in 2003
to 2005 to further understand the species range and behavior.

humpback whales gather in the winter months to breed before returning to
the waters off Alaska to feed during the summer. That petition resulted in the
recent delisting decision.
In its statement, NOAA noted that the nine populations taken off the list were
robust enough to suffer mortality from ship strikes, fishing gear entanglement
and other human activities without dropping to extinction levels. Although
overall numbers are up in most parts of the globe, particularly in the southern
hemisphere, biologists estimate that there are no more than 100,000 humpback whales in the world at this time.
Humpbacks found in United States waters will continue to be protected under
the Marine Mammal Protection Act.

Humpbacks found in United States waters will
continue to be protected under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act.

NOAA’s 2015 status review report noted
that genetic data taken from biopsies
of whale blubber, tagging and photographic-ID data, demographic information, and stranding data indicated that humpback whales were not one
homogenous population spread across the globe. In fact, they were distinct
sub-species. Humpback whales found in the Gulf of Maine are part of the West
Indies population. The West Indies humpback whales breed in an area from the
Antilles and Cuba to northern Venezuela, and feed in the Gulf of Maine, eastern
Canada, and western Greenland.

In 2013, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) received a petition
from the Hawaii Fishermen’s Alliance for Conservation and Tradition to delist humpback whales. After all, in the waters around Hawaii more than 10,000

“It is very expensive to do this type of
research,” Gouveia said. “It takes place
offshore, you have to have a research platform, and then there’s a lot of analysis
of the genetic material. Remember, humpbacks were listed globally [as endangered]. It took a lot of time.”
Patrice McCarron, executive director of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association,
characterized the humpback delisting as great news for the lobster industry.
“Maine lobstermen have made significant changes in how they rig their gear
over the last 20 years to aid in the recovery of large whales. The MLA is proud
of all the work our lobstermen have done to protect whales and it’s nice to see
those efforts pay off,” she noted.

MLMC continued from page 4

In Washington, D.C., chef Kwame Onwuachi was our host. You’ll know Chef
Kwame from “Top Chef ” where he was a finalist last year. At his event we had
a ton of Top Chef alumni, yet our lobstermen managed to steal the show, especially Polie Beal! He absolutely held court with the audience. Kwame made a
lobster pot pie that the press raved about. Chef Kwame’s creativity gave all the
other chefs something to think about for their own menus.
Finally, in New York City, chef Marc Forgione was our rock star host chef. We
had so much media attention in New York that we opened a little early just to
accommodate them all. And of course the lobstermen wowed everyone. Bruce
Fernald and Jim Dow in particular impressed the New York City media and
made us all proud. With their help, we managed to get more than 170 stories in
the local media alone! We also did a podcast on Heritage Radio all about Maine
lobster and the men and women who work in the industry that was heard by

more than 1 million people.
But that’s not all we did! In each city, we lined up training sessions led by our
lobstermen for specific restaurants. In New York City at a restaurant called
Betony we trained 40 chefs and 40 wait staff on the Maine story and new-shell
lobster. Since Betony is such a leader in the restaurant world, many of these
people will likely graduate to their own restaurants or other culinary opportunities and bring our story with them.
These exclusive events targeted our audience very carefully. We educated chefs
and restaurant staff about our product and who Maine lobstermen are. We appeared on radio and TV in each market. The lobstermen were the leaders at
each event. And we got great results. We knew we would – everybody loves a
Maine lobsterman!
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LOBSTERMEN FIND MORE THAN LOBSTERS IN A TRAP
By Sarah Paquette
This time of year lobstermen haul their traps with the expectation (or at least
hope) that each trap will be full of lobsters. But sometimes, they find a surprise
in the trap, whether it’s a tiny sea spider with long spindly legs or a $10 bill.
Unusual finds such as sea horse and blue crabs became more common in 2012,
when waters were warmer than usual.
This year has seen its share of interesting finds. A lobsterman fishing out of the
Rockland area reported finding weird blobs of jelly in his traps earlier this year.
The blobs turned out to be sea salps, a barrel-shaped tunicate that filter-feeds
on microorganisms. Salps are community-forming animals, meaning they
attach to one another in order to move together. Salps can form long chains
which look like a gelatinous barrel, according to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) website. Mike Ford, a biological oceanographer who works with the NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, said the
strangle-looking salps can significantly alter the marine ecosystem. “History
and experience have told us that when these
animals get to a high enough density, they can
shift the ecosystem,” Ford said in an October
2014 article published on NOAA’s website.
The Maine State Aquarium in Boothbay reports
that this has been a typical year in terms of
unusual sea creatures. “We haven’t really seen
more of anything come in this year compared
to previous years,” said Elaine Jones, marine education director at the Maine State Aquarium
in Boothbay Harbor. “We typically see salps
around the docks in the fall. Squid are fairly
common as well.”

Sea horse photographed
by lobsterman Chris
Welch.

Jones said the Aquarium regularly gets calls
from lobstermen with colored lobsters, but
those hardly seem rare any more. The Aquarium
has various colored lobsters on display each
year; this year, they also have a squat lobster,
a relative of the hermit crab and not a true lobster, caught by a local lobsterman this spring.

Stonington lobsterman Genevieve McDonald pulled up a squid nest in her trap
a few months ago. A squid nest is a collection of millions of squid eggs in configurations that look like the head of a dishmop. “Squid and squid mops [nests]
are pretty common in shallow waters,” commented Jones. “You can often see
the mops along the bottom when the tide goes out.”
McDonald also gets nudibranchs, skeleton shrimp, and sometimes whelk
cases and anemones, too. “Snarling
ghost gear usually turns up some interesting sea life,” she said drily.
Another interesting creature spotted
this year is the clawed sea spider. Sea
spiders have small bodies with four
pairs of legs that can span up to 20
inches. The clawed sea spider is a comSquid egg nest or “mop.”
mon species north of Cape Cod, but
NOAA photo.
is so small it can be hard to spot. Not
much is known about sea spiders, but
they are often found among hydroids, which could be their main food source.
Jones said it’s not uncommon to spot trigger fish around lobster traps in the
Gulf of Maine during hot summers. “We usually see three to four show up during warmer summers. We’ve only heard of one being caught this summer, in
Harpswell.” Grey triggerfish live primarily in the western Atlantic Ocean, ranging from Nova Scotia to the Caribbean Sea and as far south as Argentina.
Then there’s the black sea bass. What once was a rarely-seen fish in the Gulf
of Maine is now turning up frequently in
Maine lobstermen’s traps. Until 2010, very
few of these southern New England fish ventured into Maine’s cold waters. During the
last six years, however, the fish have been
seen frequently in lobster traps in southern Maine as well as caught by recreational
fishermen. In response, the Department of
Marine Resources instituted regulations for
the commercial harvest of black sea bass in
2014, recognizing that what once had been
a rare fish was quickly becoming common.
A more common but very strange-looking
creature is the orange-footed cucumber. This
brown blob has five rows of tube feet (the
same type of feet as a sea star) running along
its body and extends bushy tentacles from one end to filter feed. A fishery in
Maine began in earnest in 1994 with the sudden development of markets for
the creature in foreign countries. Today it is a very limited, closed-access drag
fishery with ten boats licensed in 2012. About 4.3 million pounds were landed
during 2008, the last year for which data are available, with a landed value of
about $707,000. You have to be careful with sea cucumbers, though: their main
form of self-defense is to expel their innards.

A squat lobster. E. Jones
photo.
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So keep your eyes open – who knows what you might find next in your traps!

Hydrographic continued from page 5

During field operations it is critical that if we discover a danger to navigation
(DtoN) that a DtoN report is issued as soon as possible. To date we have issued
25 such reports to NOAA’s Atlantic Hydrographic Branch, which are processed
and registered by the Marine Chart Division (MCD) and made available to the
public via print on demand charts or local notices to mariners.
Were there any incidents with lobstermen?
We have had only a few minor incidents, which were handled promptly by
working with the MLA and by Fugro being very proactive. Even though these
incidents were with lobstermen who weren’t members of the MLA, I was able
to make contact with Patrice’s [McCarron, executive director of the MLA] help
and work things out very quickly. To be honest, the fishermen that our vessels
have come across during field operations have been very positive and many
have visited our vessels to take a closer look at our set-up and ask questions.
When our vessels arrive on location our crews make a point to acknowledge
any fishing vessel in area via VHF radio or by pulling alongside to chat, at which
point most of them know who we are and why we are there. Again, this all
comes back to the open communication with Patrice and the MLA getting the
word out via social media, Landings and word of mouth.
What happens next?
The survey wrapped up toward the latter part of September after which the
vessels will be demobilized and field operations concluded. Regarding future
NOAA work in the area, unfortunately I’m not sure where the 2017 priority areas will be located.
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT HEALTH INSURANCE SIGNUP NEXT MONTH
by Alisha Keezer, MLA Health Insurance Navigator
It’s that time of year again. Open enrollment for health insurance is right
around the corner. Open enrollment for 2017 starts on November 1st and goes
through January 31st, 2017. If you want to buy individual or family health insurance for 2017, now is a great time to start your planning.
Under the Affordable Care Act, most people can only sign up for health insurance in the Marketplace health insurance exchange during the annual open
enrollment period. However, if you have a “qualifying life event,” such as getting
married, having a baby, or losing your health coverage, then you can be given
special permission to sign up for a health insurance plan when open enrollment is closed. The Marketplace is a vehicle for searching for health care coverage that will fit your budget and meet your and your family’s needs. Every
health plan offered through the Marketplace is required to make available the
same set of essential benefits, including doctor visits, preventive care, hospitalization, prescriptions, and more. This makes it easy to compare plans based
on price, benefits, quality and other features important to you and your family
before you make a choice.

Gather basic information about your household: Social Security numbers,
birthdates, incomes, and tax returns.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association provides assistance for Maine fishermen
and their families so that they are well informed about the Affordable Care Act
requirements, subsidies, and penalties. The penalty for not having health insurance in 2017 is $695 per individual or up to 2.5% of household income –
whichever is greater. MLA’s Health Care Navigator is here to make sure that
fishermen and their families who are interested in learning more about insurance options and health care have access to the right information, and to assist
them with their health insurance options and enrollment.
If you find a plan through the marketplace that you want to sign up for, it is important to have all of your information ready before you begin the application
process. To prepare for your enrollment appointment, consider the following:
•

If you already have a Marketplace account, make sure to bring your username and password with you.

•

If you do not have a Marketplace account, make sure you have an email address and know how to log into your email account. You will need an email
address to create your Marketplace account.

•

Estimate your income by referring to previous years of tax returns and
W-2’s. You will need to estimate your household income for the upcoming
year in order to enroll. How do you file your taxes: jointly or individually?

•

What deductions do you take when you file your taxes? ( for example, student loan interest, alimony you pay, moving expenses, and contributions to
retirement accounts.)

•

How many dependents are in your household? Do you have dependents
who are not your children living with you? Does someone else claim your
child as a dependent, but you cover the medical costs?

What is your income, and what do you think it will be next year? (Remember,
you can always make changes to your income throughout the year in your
Marketplace account.)

•

For each individual you are seeking health insurance for, you will need:
Social Security number and date of birth.Be sure to visit www.healthcare.
gov to see what plans are available.

Are there any specific doctors, services, or medications that you want your
plan to cover? Make sure to bring a list of these for your enrollment appointments.

Please contact me at 207-967-4555 in the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
office if you would like to set up an appointment or you may email alisha@
mainelobstermen.org

The 2017 Marketplace for Maine offers plans from three health insurance carriers, all of which provide coverage at hospitals and from health care providers across the state: Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Community Health
Options, and Harvard Pilgrim. Mainers are able to select from 33 plans for the
2017 coverage year. As in recent years, consumers will be able to browse plans
within the Marketplace and compare levels of coverage before choosing a plan.
The health care plans are categorized as Bronze, Silver, and Gold; in addition
there are catastrophic plans for those under 30. In order to get ready to enroll
in a health insurance plan, here are some good things to think about:
What is your budget? How much can you afford to pay each month for health
insurance?

Attention Maine Lobstermen
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) has begun an IndustryBased Trawl Survey for Gulf of Maine cod (cod IBS). The survey area includes federal
waters off of the coast of Maine, specifically in lobster zones: E,F, and G. Four months
of surveying were completed from April 2016 through July 2016; the survey starts again
on October 1st, 2016 and ends on January 31st, 2017. Tow locations will be announced
monthly on MA DMF website, social media, and the MA DMF listserv. To receive real
time text message updates of the survey go to the MA DMF Website and sign up or call
Maren Olsen at 978-282-0308 ext 167. Additionally, daily announcements of activity
will be broadcasted on VHF channel 16. In order to avoid gear conflicts, MA DMF respectIXOOy requests that fixed gear be temporarily removed from the tow locations.
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In the
NEWS
MAINE LOBSTERMEN CHARGED WITH ILLEGAL FISHING

MASS. LOBSTERMEN SEEK RELIEF FROM REGULATIONS

A fisherman accused of trying to secretly catch lobsters and his sternman
have been charged with multiple fishing violations, according to state officials
Duston Reed, a 34-year-old lobsterman from Waldoboro, was arrested Aug.
18 by the Maine Marine Patrol and taken to the Two Bridges Regional Jail in
Wiscasset. The arrests of Reed and his sternman, Jeremy Yeaton of Friendship,
came after a seven-month investigation, according to a news release from the
Maine Department of Marine Resources.

A group of Massachusetts lobstermen who want federal fishing regulators to
ease restrictions on lobstering in Massachusetts Bay and two areas east of the
south shore, are proposing new measures that they argue would allow boats
to continue to operate while also protecting endangered North Atlantic right
whales. Their aim is to avoid having to remove all lobster traps from the closed
areas February through April, a requirement NOAA instituted in order to protect endangered right whales. The lobstermen are proposing to open three sections of the closed areas, for parts of the three-month ban as long as traps are
retrofitted with sleeves for their vertical lines that would break every 40 feet
under 1,575 pounds of pressure.

Reed was charged with fishing lobster traps that were not marked with a buoy,
fishing untagged lobster traps, falsifying physical evidence and tampering with
a witness. A total of 40 unmarked, untagged traps allegedly owned by Reed
were recovered by Marine Patrol officers after an investigation determined
where they were being used.
FIRST ATLANTIC COAST MARINE NATIONAL MONUMENT
DECLARED OFF GEORGES BANK
In September President Obama established the Northeast Canyons and
Seamounts Marine National Monument as the first marine national monument in the country. The National Monument, 4,913 square miles of the Atlantic
Ocean at the southern edge of Georges Bank, protects the area from human
activities. The Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument
encompasses three deep submarine canyons and four seamounts which rise
more than 7,000 feet above the ocean floor. The area is known for its deep-sea
corals and rich array of marine species.
President Obama acted under the 1906 Antiquities Act. The Act allows a
President to protect areas of “historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest.” The proclamation means that fishermen targeting whiting and other fish species must transition out of the area within 60 days. Offshore lobstermen and those who fish
for red crab have seven years to move out of the area.

EUROPEAN UNION TO CONSIDER FATE OF U.S. LOBSTERS
In early September, a European Union (EU) science panel determined that
Sweden’s risk assessment which contends that American lobster is an invasive
species warrants further review. The opinion of the European Union’s Scientific
Forum on Invasive Alien Species sets in motion a broader review of the proposal to ban American lobsters. The review is anticipated to be completed by
next spring. The U.S. and Canada sell about $200 million worth of live lobster to
EU countries each year.
MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM OPENS OVER EAST EXHIBIT
In September the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath opened a new art exhibit entitled Over East, an Artist’s Journal: Paintings by Robert Beck of the contemporary maritime communities. The exhibit is a collection of more than 40
paintings of the working life and landscape in Downeast Maine communities.
Beck paints the fishing and boatbuilding communities of the coast, specifically
Jonesport. In Over East, these images of working life in Maine coastal towns are
on exhibit together for the first time, forming a “visual essay” about Maine’s
fishing communities. The exhibit will run through January 22, 2017.
NEW SWIPE CARD SYSTEM IN PLACE FOR SEA URCHIN
HARVESTERS
Maine’s 2016-2017 sea urchin season will be a repeat of last season in terms of
the number of fishing days and daily landing limits. However, harvesters and
dealers will be equipped with new technology to track the daily harvest. DMR is
launching a new swipe card system for the sea urchin fishery. Similar to the elver
fishery, each time urchin harvesters sell their product, they will swipe their card
in the urchin dealer’s card reader. The dealer will enter the sales information
into a computer loaded with customized reporting software. Each transaction,
including the harvester’s information encoded on a magnetic strip on the back
of the card, and pounds and price entered by the dealer, will be uploaded from
the dealer computer to a secure server accessed by DMR managers. In 2015,
Maine’s 305 urchin harvesters landed 1.5 million pounds valued at $4.3 million.

Kudos to Cook’s Lobster House!
Cook’s Lobster & Ale House on Orr’s Island raised $4,276 during its September
fundraiser in support of the MLCA Relief Fund. The event featured a Silent
Auction and Cook’s donated a portion of evening’s sales. Mary Coombs organized this amazing event. MLCA extends a heartfelt thank you to Mary and everyone at Cook’s, as well as all of the businesses who donated items, lobstermen who
donated lobster and guests and friends who dined and bid at the silent auction.

MLCA president Patrice McCarron, Mary Coombs, and MLA membership
coordinator Antonina Pelletier celebrate a successful fundraising night.
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October 5
MLA Board of Directors meeting, 5 p.m, Darby’s
restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 467-4555.

October 23-27
ASMFC 75th annual meeting, Bar Harbor. FMI:
www.asmfc.org.

November 10
ASMFC Northern Shrimp Advisory Panel and Section
Meetings, Portsmouth, NH.

October 11
Maine DredgeTeam, 10 a.m.-noon, Maine DEP office, Portland. FMI: todd.burrowes@maine.gov.

October 27
Shellfish Advisory Committee meeting, 10 a.m.1 p.m., Ellsworth City Hall.

November 15-17
New England Fisheries Management Council meeting,
Newport, R.I.

MLCA benefit night, 5-9 p.m., Otto’s Pizza,
Yarmouth.
October 13
RARGOM Annual Science meeting, Portsmouth,
NH. FMI: www.rargom.org.
“Biological Hotspots: Finding Birds, Fish, and
Plankton in the Gulf of Maine,” 7-8 p.m., Gulf of
Maine Research Institute, Portland.
October 18
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance fundraiser, 5-9 p.m., Flatbread Company, Portland.
FMI: www.mlcalliance.org

November 1
Health Insurance Open Enrollment begins at
www.healthcare.gov. FMI: Alisha at 967-4555.
November 1-3
North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium Annual
Meeting, New Bedford, MA. FMI: www.narwc.
org.
November 9
MLA Board of Directors meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s
restaurant, Belfast.

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR TAGGED
LOBSTERS, JONAH CRABS
from the Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association
Lobsters
In the summer and fall of 2015, over 3,000 lobsters were tagged on Georges Bank. A small number
of lobsters continue to be tagged via a partnership with scallop surveying by Coonamessett Farm
Foundation. We hope to track these animals throughout the Georges Bank and Gulf of Maine region
to better understand how lobsters move in the new joint stock area. We also hope to collect information about lobster growth rates, given changes in the ocean environment.
If you find a lobster with a yellow t-bar tag marked with “AOLA” please release it with tag intact and
contact Heidi Henninger of the Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association at the number on the
tag, heidi@offshorelobster.org, or 774-251-9454. Phone reports can be via voice or text.
WHAT TO REPORT: date, location, tag number, lobster sex, whether the lobster has eggs or v-notch
and whether you kept or released the animal. If you have a way to measure carapace length in millimeters, that information would be valuable. If not, please consider taking a photo of the lobster
next to your gauge. It is best if the gauge is in line with the lobster’s carapace, as if you were gauging the lobster. AOLA is working with Maine DMR on a new tool to obtain size information from
photographs.
REWARDS: Every tag report will qualify as one raffle entry. Rewards will be drawn July 1, 2017: 1st
place - $500, 2nd place - $300, 3rd place - $200.
Jonah Crabs
There are also 4,000 tagged Jonah crab (rock crab) on the loose across Southern New England,
Georges Bank, and western Gulf of Maine. Massachusetts’s Division of Marine Fisheries is actively tagging crabs, in collaboration with AOLA, to investigate migration patterns and growth.
Information will be used for Jonah crab stock assessment.
If you find a crab with a green t-bar tag and/or orange knuckle tag marked with “AOLA” please contact: Heidi Henninger at 774-251-9454 or heidi@offshorelobster.org
WHAT TO REPORT: date, location, tag number, crab sex, egg status and whether you kept or released the animal. For green tags only, if you have a way to measure carapace width in millimeters,
we would appreciate that information.
REWARDS: Every tag report will qualify as one raffle entry. Rewards will be drawn July 1, 2017 and
July 1, 2018: 1st place - $500, 2nd place - $300, 3rd place $200.
Green tag reports with width measurement will be additionally entered into high value cash raffles
drawn July 1, 2017 and 2018: 1st place - $1,000, 2nd place $500.

On the left, a carapace tag; on the right, a knuckle tag. AOLA images.

ASMFC Northern Shrimp Advisory Panel and Section
meetings, Portsmouth, NH.
November 18
Maine Islands Coalition meeting, time to be announced,
Island Institute, Rockland.

Don’t forget to check out the expanded
calendar on www.mainelobstermen.org. You can
find more information, links, and photos. Please
let us know if you have upcoming events.

Notice: Maine - N.H. Inshore Trawl
Survey Underway
The fall survey began in New Hampshire waters on
September 26 and is working its way east to finish
up about October 28 near Cutler. The survey plans
to fish the first five good days each week, using the
weekend to make up for bad weather or equipment
problems. The vessel is a 54’ white fiberglass boat,
the F/V Robert Michael of Portland, captained by Rob
Tetrault. The preliminary survey schedule is NH to
Saco Bay Sept. 26 to 30; Casco Bay to Muscongus Bay
Oct. 3 to 7; Penobscot Bay area Oct. 10 to 14; Isle au
Haut to Frenchman’s Bay Oct. 17 to 21; and Schoodic
to Cutler Oct. 24 to 28. The survey is designed to provide information that has not been available to NMFS
for stock assessments. Obtaining this information is
critical to making rational management decisions.
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The Maine lobster boat racing
Clockwise below, from left to
LOBSTER
BOAT
RACES
OF
2016
season has come to a close. It
right: Boothbay Harbor race;
was a bright and sunny summer as most of these pictures Portland tug boats out in force; Stonington race; Long
indicate. From all reports the racing was wonderful!
Island race. Photos courtesy of J. Johanson.
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